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RECEIVED 

sEp2 6 2Q0Z 
Technology center 2600 
The Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks 

Has received an application for a patent for a 
new and useful invention. The title and descrip- 
tion of the invention are enclosed. The require- 
ments of law have been complied with, and it 
has been determined that a patent on the in- 
vention shall be granted under the law. 

Therefore, this 

United States Patent 

Grants to the person(s) having title to this patent 
the right to exclude others from making, using, 
offering for sale, or selling the invention 
throughout the United States of America or im- 
porting the invention into the United States of 
America for the term set forth below, subject to 
the payment of maintenance fees as provided 
by law. 

If this application was filed prior to June 8, 
1995, the term of this patent is the longer of 
seventeen years from the date of grant of this 
patent or twenty years from the earliest effec- 
tive US. filing date of the application, subject 
to any statutory extension. 

If this application was filed on or after June 8, 
1995, the term of this patent is twenty years from 
the earliest effective U.S. filing date of the ap- 
plication, subject to any statutory extension. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

There is generated a rhythm corresponding to a designated 
tempo and meter of a music piece to be recorded. Perfor- 
mance of a musical instrument is started at specific timing 
according to the generated rhythm, and the musical infor- 
mation resulting from the performance is recorded onto an 
MD (Mini Disk). The address on the MD read out when the 
performance of the music piece is started is retrieved as a 
start address of the music piece. After the recording, the 
retrieved start address is recorded onto the UTOC (User's- 
table-of-contents) area of the disk along with the designated 
tempo and meter. By reading out the start address, tempo and 
meter to calculate a measure number and start address of a 
desired measure on the basis of the read out information, 
display of a measure number being currently reproduced and 
quick access to the starting point of any desired measure can 
be achieved. In applications where plural channels are 
involved, part information indicative of performance parts 
assigned and recorded on the individual recording channels 
is also recorded onto the UTOC area. When necessary, the 
part information is visually displayed. In ping-pong record- 
ing, performance parts to be mixed are addiiively synthe- 
sized on the basis of the recorded part information and then 
recorded onto the UTOC area as part information for a 
channel where the mixed output is to be recorded. 



3 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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